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Any one acquainted with the industrial life of
Japan during the last decade, especially in
operations of large business, must have noticed
the gain in commercial honesty.

There is also a gain in the matter of honesty
among the student classes as well as the merchants
of Japan. It is very easy for a student in the
West to sit in hasty judgment upon his brother
in the East, but let him not forget that he is
his brother. The writer recalls that in his own
class in higher mathematics at college over half
the students in the class under one professor took
their books to the board under their coats and
copied out the problems which they had never
studied in preparation, thus taking advantage
of the professor's blindness and stupidity. Of
course these men did not consider themselves
dishonest. It was just " using a trot/3 or
" cribbing in exams./' or " fooling the prof."
When the Japanese do such a thing we call it
dishonesty; when we do it, it is " only a joke."
We do not realize that this is exactly how they
regard it. Neither their conscience nor ours
has been educated to view sin in its right light;
neither they nor we fully realize that the man
who trifles in college is apt to become a trifler,

dealing with Chinese fractional currency, and were experienced in
the policy and methods of these foreign banks. But Japanese banks
in Japan do not employ a single Chinese teller, and never needed to
do so because of the dishonesty of their own employees.